Capital Metro & Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts Capitol Area Council:

 Rail Safety Local Activity Badge

Trains in Central Texas are changing.  They are faster, quieter, and more frequent.  Some, like the new Capital MetroRail, will carry passengers.  No matter what kind of trains they are, it’s important to remember some safety skills when crossing train tracks.  

EXPLORE

Boy Scouts do two of the following:

Cut Scouts do one of the following:

1. Visit a railroad museum or historical websites about trains and report on interesting facts about train history.  Be sure to note safety related facts.
2. Take a train trip.  Document the trip with pictures or a movie, and make sure to note important train safety practices.  Follow the safety rules found at http://www.operationlifesaver.org/education_resources/safety_tips.htm or http://allsystemsgo.capmetro.org/capital-metrorail-safety.shtml. 
3. Visit a train station and observe safety signs, gates, and messages.
Career
Boy Scouts do one of the following:

1. Interview an employee who works on or with trains about safety.

2. Find out about three careers associated with railroads or public transportation.

Safety
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts do two of the following:
1. Driving with an adult, observe one or more railroad crossings and sketch what you see. Include safety installations, signs, fencing, pavement markings, road hazards, etc.  Remember to stay a safe distance from the tracks and not to get out of your car near or around highway-railroad grade crossings. 

2. *Match warning messages to correct sign shapes.

3.  Learn railroad safety by visiting the kid’s page of Operation Lifesaver.  http://www.operationlifesaver.org/for_kids/kids_overview.htm 
4. Attend an Operation Lifesaver presentation in the community delivered by a certified Operation Lifesaver presenter.  Contact Alissa Schram at Alissa.schram@capmetro.org or call 512-369-7759.
5. Figure out how long it takes a train to stop. 

6. Draw scenes depicting important train safety tips.

ART and MODELING

Do one of the following:

1. *Make a diorama of a train station that includes important transportation safety 
factors including signs, pavement markings, and road hazards.
2. Using a model train create a layout.  Include a switch, siding, turn around.
3. Design a train route between two area destinations, include route information and train times

4. *Create a comic strip about trains. 

5. Film a news story about train safety.  Make sure to be safe and stay off the tracks 
when filming.  Consider filming a rail employee.

6. Write a newspaper article about train safety.

7.  Make a collage depicting different trains and important train safety rules.
READ

Do one of the following:

1. Read a song or poem about trains.

2. There are many legends or folktales about trains. Read a story involving trains.

Additional Questions
1. What should you do if you are in a car that is stuck on rail road tracks and you see or hear a train approaching? 
2. Describe the difference between passive and active warning signs. 
3. Is there ever any situation where it is ok to enter a tunnel or bridge with train tracks? 
4. How can riding a train or bus be good for the environment?

5. How many people are killed by trains in the United States each year?

 (T/F) Questions

1. If the train operator can see me crossing the tracks then it is already too late to stop the train. 

2. It is OK to try and outrun a coming train if you are in a car. 

3. It is OK to place objects on the train tracks. 

4. It is illegal to be on railroad tracks or railroad cars. 

5. Train tracks are private property.

6. It is only important to pay attention to warning signs that have moving parts or flashing lights. 

*resources for the starred activities can be found at the Operation Lifesaver website: www.operationlifesaver.org. 

** To Claim your badge: 

Please turn answers and documentation that the requirements have been met to the Council Office, attn: Mike Lira.
	BSACAC
7540 Ed Bluestein Blvd
Austin, Texas 78723
	    
	512-926-6363
or
800-444-1910


Answers:

1. Get out fast and move far away run at an angle toward the direction of the approaching train away from the tracks.

2. Passive warning signs are regular signs that warn of rails ahead, active warning signs warn of rails ahead with mechanically operated gates and flashing lights.

3. NO

4. Various answers can be appropriate.

5. 339 as a result of collisions at crossings 486 as a result of trespassing in 2007 (source: http://www.operationlifesaver.org/statistics/fatalities_state.htm http://www.operationlifesaver.org/statistics/trespassing_state.htm ) 

a. Approximately every two hours, a train in the United States strikes either a vehicle or a pedestrian.  That's  12 incidents each day!

b. A motorist is 20 times more likely to die in a crash involving a train than involving another motor vehicle.

c. There are approximately 240,528 public and private at-grade highway-rail crossings in the United States.

d. More people die in highway-rail grade crossing crashes in the United States each year than in all commercial and general aviation crashes combined.

T/F

1. T

2. F

3. F

4. T

5. F

